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To Joun PARKER and Joun ROLLE, E/qrs. 
ES REPRESENTATIVES for the County of DEvox.. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HF G troubled you more than once 


of late, with the Thoughts of ſeveral _ 
Freeholders of this County on public 


1 Affairs, I am afraid you will think that by an- 5 


other Addreſs I incroach too much on your 


Time and Patience, and that I am rather im- 


pertinent in taking on myſelf to ſpeak to you, 
in the Name of others—Burt it is become 
highly neceſſary that ſome one ſhould ſpeak 

and think too, or I fear it will ſoon be too 


late to do either, to any good Purpoſe. The 


late very extraordinary Event of the Motion 


i made on the Day of Election by a Noble Peer, 
and ſeconded by a very reſpectable Gentleman, 


and a conſiderable Freeholder, will be the Sub- | 


ject oſ this Addreſs to you, and the Hiſtory of 
it will, 1 think, be worth the Notice of the 


Public. Some Freeholders of the County 
thought that a few intereſting Points, reſpect- 
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ing the Situation of the Kingdom, and parti- 
cularly the immenſe Expences of Government, 
were very neceſſary to be conſidered ſeriouſly 
by the County, at ſome Public Meeting, and 


that the Opinion of the Public ought to be 


taken on them, and ſome Repreſentation made 
of them, either in the Form of Inſtructions to 
the Members, or of an Addreſs or Remon, 
ſtrance.— I, with many others, thought it not 
improper to give our Thoughts to our Mem- 
bers in the Shape of Inſtructions; and having 
often experienced the Neceſſity of ſome Prepa- 


ration before the Day af Meeting, took the 
Liberty to diſperſe, through the County, my 
Sentiments in that Form, that the Subject 
might be digeſted, and a great deal of Time ſav- 
ed at the Meeting. Whether I arrogated to my- 


ſelf too much in doing this, or not, I ſubmit 
myſelf to the Opinion of the Public, and ſhall 
be ready to abide by their Direction in future. — 
The ſubmitting thoſe Thoughts to the Public, 
had this good Effect; they knew what was to 


be done, employed their Thoughts on the 


Subject, and ſome Gentlemen of the County 


thought it the moſt prudent Method, to con- 
fine our Complaints to as few Heads as poſ- 
PF. and to drop every Part, except what re- 


2 5 


ER Ln 5 
5 Js to the Raijong and the Expenditure of the 


Public. Money, in every Shape in which a Miſ- 
application of it had been found. With this 
Idea it was, as I underſtood, pretty well agreed, 
that the Subject of Conſideration ſhould 'be 
confined to this Propoſition, or rather, to this 
Head of Complaint. A new Member for. the 
County being to be choſen - on Tueſday the 
4th of January, and a numerous Meeting ex- 
pected that Day, it was thought that when the 
Bufinefs was over, for which the County was 
called together, it would be no improper Time 
for mentioning in the Court, the Requeſt to 
the Sheriff to call a Meeting at another Day, 
for conſidering the Buſineſs itſelf. —A very 

_ worthy Gentleman was confulted, as I am in- 
formed, on the Propriety of doing this at that 
Time, who gave his Approbation of a Meet- 
ing to conſider the Propoſition ; but, as the 
Court was then very full and crouded, and 


many People there who were not Freeholders, 


be recommended that it ſhoyld be mentioned 
after Dinner, and offered to ſecond it himſelf, 
if the Noble Lord would move it.—Such a 
Propoſal coming from that Gentleman, left no 
Room for 'Heſitation, what ſhould be done. 
It was at once accepted and approved of, and 
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. on that Day after? Dinner, the Hon. Lord | 
made the following Motion, and gave his Rea- 
If = ſons in Support of it, which was ſeconded by 
| the other Gentleman, and a few Words ſaid by 

| | him on the Subject—f That the Sheriff be re- 
N te queſted to call a County Meeting to conſi- 
1 « der of entering into Reſolutions for inſtruct- 
is | | IH ing the Members of the County, to-obtain 
=: e an Enquiry into the laviſh Expenditure and 
=. % Waſte of Public Money, and the ſhameful 
—_ Method of accounting for the ſame, toge- 
Wl | | „ ther with the Abuſe. of Contracts, the Su- 
| ̃4 perfluous Emoluments of Placemen, and va- 
« rious other Perverſions of the Public Trea- 


: | ce ſure, at a Time of the moſt imminent public 

| EN Difficulty and Diſtreſs, and when our Ene- 
SR mies are carrying on a War by Means of 
| * Qcconomy, and an actual Retrenchment of 


£ unneceſſary Places and State Emoluments; 
1 | ee and likewiſe to ſhew our Inclinations to do 
= s Juſtice to ourſelves, and Service to our 
Country, by ſupporting ſo juſt and necefary 
, 3 an Enquiry. How great was my Surprize, 
as well as of many other Freeholders, to find 
an Oppoſition made to ſo reaſonable a Propo- 
Aion, a as the ang a County Meeting to 
Np ö Ns conlider 
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| conſider of a Matter of ſuch Importance, 

which every Perſon preſent unanimouſly de- 

clared, they thought a great Grievance ; and 
the greater was my Surprize, as it was at- 
ccinpted to be damned in the Outſet by a 
broad No, and without One Reaſon given 
againſt it, except the Inutility of it, becauſe 
the County Members were both preſent, and 
would, from that Meeting, know, and be ſuf- 

Fciently inſtructed, that Oeconomy was neceſſary 


to be recommended, and therefore mo other 


 Inflruftions or Meeting were neceſſary.— The An- 
ſwer given to that Argument you have already 
been informed of, in TRE WMAx's Paper of the 
7th Inſtant, and was in Subſtance, _ 
| Iſt, That no Notice had been given of any 
; ſuch Motion to be made, or any Buſineſs diſ- 
. cuſſed, on that Day, except the Election. 
A2dly, That a Time of Feſtivity and Rejoic- 
ing, was a very improper Time for conſidering 
ſuch a Buſineſs, and eſpecially after Dinner. | 
3dly, The Diſcuſſions and Reſolutions on 
ſuch a Buſineſs, concerned the whole Kingdom, 
as well as this County, and therefore ought to 
be written and made public, that other Coun- 
ties may, if * follow our W 4 
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However the Diſcuſſion of ſuch a Matter, 3 
at ſuch a Time as this, ſoon brought on a ge- 
neral Confuſion, and it ended in doing no- 


thing, or coming to any Concluſion at all; : 
though all the Company at the fame Time de- 
clared it was a very right and proper Thing; 


that our Expences were very great, and Oeco- | 


nomy the only Thing which would fave us—1 

defire it may be underſtood, that I don't mean 
to condemn ' any Man's Opinion have an 
Opinion of my own, and I ſhould be very de- 

ficient in Decency and good Manners, if I did 

not give to every Man the ſame Privilege of 
thinking for himſelf, which I affume to myſelf. 
But you will obſerve, that the Queſtion” in 
Agitation that Day, was not, what ſhould” be 
done by the County at the Meeting when 
called, ' but whether the Sheriff ſhould be re- 
queſted to call one. The Sheriff behaved very 


fairly and impartially on the Occaſion ; he 
wiſhed to have it done unanimouſly, and was 


only anxious not to offend any Perſons ; he 

withed to oblige the Public, and to give them 

an Opportunity of declaring their Sentiments 
on the public Affairs of this Kingdom. 

Why ſuch a Meeting was oppoſed, I am at 

a | Loſs to conceive, unleſs it was upon this 

Prin- 


tad 


| Pipette Weh we have formerly heard of 
e Thoſe Matters are too high for you, and I 
will not have them diſcuſſed by you.” But 
mall that County, who firſt hoſpitably re- 
ceived our glorious Deliverer, who reſcued us 
from the worſt of Tyrannies, a Tyranny by a 
Reſtraint on our Thoughts and Sentiments; 
and that City, who firſt received him into her 
Boſom, lodged him, and careſſed him 92 Tears 
ago, now oppoſe every Principle of Liberty, / 
| which he came to ſupport, and this in the 
Reign of King George the Third, whoſe Title 
to the Crown depends on that Event. Let it 
never be entered on the Records of the 
County; blot it from your Memory, and let 
it be totally loſt and forgotten! However, ſo 4 
it happened, and I am villing to ſuppoſe that 
the Oppoſers of the Motion for the Meeting, 
had their Reaſons for ſo doing, and therefore 1 
beg Leave to give my Reaſons to you, and to 
the Public, in Juſtification of ſuch a Meeting, 
and of the Buſineſs already begun by the. 
County of York, neceſſary to be confidered at 
ſuch a Meetiag when called; or, in other 
Words, what Right the People of England 
have to meet ad conſult on their own Situa- 
tion, and if they find themſelves aggrieved, to 
B re, 


P43, 
repreſent their Grievances to their Sovereign, 
or to inſtruct their Members, and to endea- 
vour, by all proper legal Methods, to get 
them redreſſed. I truſt that, in this Age, it 
will not be diſputed, but that the People have 


Rights: That the King is the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate, but that all his Rights are derived 


from the People, and for their Good, and 


that he is their Truſtee, and is to act for their 


Sake only. Theſe are the Sentiments and 
Principles of an Engliſhman, and were con- 
Iirmed and eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, and 
{ hope will never be ſhaken. They are fully 
diſcuſſed and approved by Mr. Lock, one of 

the beſt and honeſteſt of Mankind, and if it 


is doubted by any, I refer him to that great 


Authority for Conviction. If this be ſo, and 
che ſupreme Magiſtrate is no more than a 
Truſtee, delegated by the People for the Be- 
nefit of the Society over which he is to pre- 


ide, and for whoſe Benefit alone he is to act, 


who will fay that the People have not a Right 
0 repreſent their Complaints and Grievances 
:2 ſuch a Sovereign, or to the legiſlative Au- 


| thority, which in Fact, in this Kingdom, Te 


che ſupreme Authority; and what ſhall we ſay 


„ 
to thoſe who would wiſh to deprive the Peo- 
ple of that Right, or, which amounts to the 
ſame Thing, to put it out of their Power to 


exert it. But ſuch is the Spirit of Party, the 


Deſire of increaſing the Prerogative of the 


Crown, or the Attachment to miniſterial In- 
fluence in this Country, which cannot be very 
ſmall; when the Emoluments to them in Pla- 
ces, Perquiſites, and Penſions, is ſaid to be 
above Half a Million annually ; that the Pro- 


poſal was treated, as if the Fate of the County 
and Kingdom nad depended on it. But per- 


haps there are ſome peculiar Circumſtances at- 


tending the Affairs of this Kingdom at this 
Time, which ought to ſuſpend the Exertion 


of that Right for the preſent ; eſpecially as 


we are ſaid to be now on the mending Hand. 
One Objection made by ſome to the Propoſal 


is, that the Public ought not to be diſturbed 


at this Time, when we are at War with two 


-_- 


great Powers, France and Spain, and Ame- 


rica, a pretty powerful Opponent; and it 


may be added, at the Eve of a Rupture with 
Holland, and the Swedes. To this I anſwer, 


: the greater and more powerful our Opponents 
are, and the greater the Expences of Govern- 
ment aue, the more frugal we ought to be of 
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1 } 
the public Money, and the more parſimonious 
inftead of being more laviſh of it, and more 
extravagant: Yet in the Midſt of theſe Wars, 
we have encreaſed the Civil Liſt 100, ol. per 
Ann. The Extraordinaries of the Supplies, 
not only in the Army Accounts, but in every 
Branch of the Expenditure of the public Mo- 


5 ney, are increaſed conſiderably; The Penſion 


Liſt is enormous; the ſecret Service Money 
amazing; and what is worſe than every Thing 
beſides, a great Part of theſe Expenditures are 
either not accounted for at all, or under ſuch 
general Articles, that they afford no Satisfac- 
tion. to the Public, which is juſt the fame as if 
not accounted for at all. The National Debt 
by theſe Means is ſwelled to near two Hun- 
dred Millions, funded Debt, beſides a mon- 
ſtrous Navy Debt unfunded, at 111. per Cent. 
Diſcount for Navy Bills, all raiſed on the Peo- 
ple by Uſury, and ſupplied by: Jews and 
Stock-Jobbers, with Douceurs in all Shapes; 
yet the People on whom theſe immenſe Sums 
are raiſed, are not to ſpeak at this Time leſt 
the Repoſe and Slumbers of the Public, ſhould 
be diſturbed in Time of War; and leſt by 
this Means our Military Operations ſhould be 
: | check d | 
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check d at Col: Tleath. Warley⸗ Common, 


and Buckland-Down ; that our Fleets may air 


_ themſelves, undiſturbed, from Portſmouth 
and Plymouth to the Scilly Illes, and back 
again: I may add, chat our Miniſters may 
roll daily to Buſhy-Park, and their other 
Villa's; and that the firſt Lord of the Admi- 

ralty may ſing Catches at Midnight, without 
being broken in upon, in his retired Hours. 

As to the Affairs of the Public growing better, 

I wiſh I could fee any Cauſe for thinking that 

Part of the Argument true in Fact. In what 
Part of the World are our Public Affairs grow- 


ing better? they are juſt the ſame in America, 


excepting that we have been obliged to aban- 
don, as not tenable, and except that the French 
and Americans have not ſucceeded in taking 
the Fort at the Savanna, owing to the Bravery 
of our Officers and Soldiers there, whom T 
cannot ſufficiently commend, nor commiſerate 
enough their Hardſhips.— Their Sufferings are 
great, and Labours, I believe, all in vain, If 
the French had ſueceeded in that Enterprize, 
1 ſuppoſe the whole of the American war would 
have been at an End, andour Army there would 
her ys OO been made Priſoners of War, 


or 
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or been cut to Pieces. We have loſt Two of 


our Weſt-India Iſlands, and our Fleet hath 


been beat off there by the French, and yet af · 

fairs are ſaid to be better. The war is like to 

be protracted by ſome late Incidents ; our Ex- 
pences by that Means increaſed, and I wiſh 


ſome. other and very powerful Enemies may 


-not be brought againſt us very ſoon, without 


the Addition of One ſingle Ally. But the Peq- | 
ple muſt not ſpeak, nor the Miniſtry be inter- 
rupted or awakened from their Repoſe ; the 


Nation are to be Bankrypts, our Trade loſt, 


and the Manufacturers are to be ſtarved; ;. the 
Poor Rates, by the Maintenance of the Fami- 


| Hes of the Militia-men, and the Poverty of the 


Manufacturers, are to be increaſed this Year 
Two-fold, and every Article of Expence al- 
moſt doubled, yer our Mouths are to be ſtop- 
ped, left we ſhould ſee our Danger too ſoon. 
Tis for this Reaſon, J would wiſh the Public 
may be alarmed ; that they may be rouſed from 
the Lethargy they are got into, before we are 
ſunk into Perdition, and have not a Foot to 
ſtand on. When the Enemy is at the Gate we 
have ſome Chance of keeping him out; but if 
he once bers in, Farewell En end Farewell 
8 | — 


—ů 


E 
public Credit whe Trade. There is nothing 
ſo bad for a Kingdom as Luxury and Supine- 
| neſs; We have them both upon us ſtrong 


enough, God knows it.—When Indolence and _ 
Idleneſs, Gaming and Luxury, get a faſt Hold 


on private People, it ſoon becomes a national 


Evil, and the ſame Maladies which prevail to 


4 Degree among the People in general, will 


ſoon carry its Infection to the State: Their 


Reſources will ſoon be run out, and we ſhall be 


made an eaſy Prey, by a watchful Enemy, who' 


is never at Reſt, and who never ſlumbers nor 


ſleeps.— This is the true State of our Public 
Affairs, and to remedy them, as well as we 
can, by a ſober and ſerious Conſideration and 


Conſultation on the Means of remedying ſome, 
or all of thoſe Evils, I hope will be the End 


and Conſequence: of ſuch a public Meeting, 
which I heartily wiſh to ſee encouraged . 
this, and every County of England. + © 
I fear I treſpaſs: too much on your Patience, 
but I have only One Thing more to ſay It 
is given out that this public Addreſs, or In- 
ſtructions, are encouraged as neceffary and 
proper at this Time, by thoſe who are anti- mi- 
niſterial Men, who want Places themſelves, 
3006" to obtain them, as to inflame the Pub- 


lic, 
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lic, and to diſcredit the Proceedings of the 


King's Miniſters.— This is an Argument which 
will ever be uſed by Men in Power and their 
Friends, who do not deſire that their Opera- 
tions” mould be diſputed, or their Conduct 


overhauled. —1. can anſwer for myſelf, that I 


have no ſuch. Wiſhes, no ſuch Views in what I 


y on this Occaſion, If there are any who 


adopt” ſuch Principles, and encourage thoſe: 
Wiſhes on any ſelfiſh or ſiniſter Views and Mo- 
tives, I give them up and diſavow them and 
their Motives.— But ſurely it is no Objection 
tof a Plan, good and proper in itſelf, becauſe. it 
may be made an ill Uſe of by ill- diſpoſed Peo- 
fle. It is the Meaſures of Government I mean 
to, object to; not to the Men, unleſs they-juſtify 
and: avow pernicious Meaſures.— Thoſe who do 
ſo, are as blameable as the Meaſures complained 
ot, and ought to be removed; unleſs they ſee their 
Error and purſue a different Plan. To attain 
this End, is my only View and Aim; I care 


not Who is the Miniſter, if he purſues good 


Meaſures, and conſults the publie Good. The 
King muſt have Miniſters, but IL hope he will 


not employ or ſupport any, againſt the Voice 


of his People, and a Conviction of their doing 
Wy The Principles Lat n are e of 
the 
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the Yepoluricn. ; I mean an Oppoſition. and 


Reſiſtance to Meaſures, not to Men. Thoſe 
Principles have ſaved this Nation Once from 


Ruin and Slavery, and had it not been for the 
American War, we ſhould now have been a 


happy People. If I act on wrong Principles, 


I am open to Conviction, and will alter them 
when I am convinced, but not till I am con- 
vinced. Thoſe who cannot point out better, 


I hope will act on mine, and not ſuſpe& me 


of ſelfiſh Views or Party Attachments, I de- 


clare I have "PONG and "OY them. 


The fnfiricions which were FPG our to the 


Public, were on Three Points.—Perhaps this 
County may wiſh to have them more-confined, 
and may think at this Time, that the great 


Expences and Demands on the Public, and the 
Expenditure of the public Money, ſhould be 


the only Subject of the preſent Inſtructions.— 


I have printed them at the-End, as they were 
originally deſigned, and now take the Liberty 


to point out, how they may be confined to this 
Grievance, which every Perſon ſeems to agree 
ougghtt to be redreſſed; and, T hope, the Gentle- 


men and F recholders will think, that this 
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ought to be adopted, and ſeriouſly conſidered in 
as full a Meeting, as the Times and Seaſons 
will admit of. 7 am, GENTLEMEN, 

With great Regard, 
Your molt obedient, | 
And humble Servant, 
| A DEYVONIAN.. 


— 
— I * — —__ 
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To Joux PARKER and JoHN RoLLE, Efqrs. 
REPRESENTATIVES in PARLIAMENT, for the 
"COUNTY of DEYON. 


. | GENTLEMEN, 
. E, the Gentlemen, 8 eee e 
and principal Inhabitants of the County 
of Devon, whoſe Names are affixed to this Ad- 
dreſs, beg Leave to tranſmit to you our Senti- 
ments on the State of the Kingdom in general, 
and of this County in particular. We make no 
Apology for taking this Method of conveying 
out. Sentiments to you, and through you to the 
Public, ' becauſe we think, that to the Idea of 
Conſtituent and Repreſentative, the Privilege 
of inſtructing is neceſſarily joined, and we hope 
that theſe our Sentiments will be ſeriouſly at- 
tended to by you, and that from your Endea- 
vours and Abilities the Miſchiefs complained 

of will be redreſſed. 
* 8 | f 8 : : We 


4% Þ 
This [printed in Ttalics, and within Cratchets]. may be 
omitted, if the County pleaſes, in the Inſtructions. 


| e think that the great Source of all our Mif- 
fortunes (if. that may be called a Misfortune 
 wohich has been brought upon us by our own 
Means ) is the War with America. The unnatu- 
ral Conteſt with a People under the ſame Govern- 
ment aud Laws with ourſelves ;_ the Diſtance of 
the Two. Countries from each other ; the very eu. 
traordinary Expence occaſioned by that Diſtance 3 
the Want of Alliances end Alſiſtance from any One 
Province of that extenſive Country ; the Loſs of. 
that commercial Connefion which before theſe Dif- 
ferences was very beneficial to this Kingdom; and 
be Improbability of Succeſs, proved to us by fatal 
Experience and various Miſcarriages, are ſuch 
ſtrong Proof: of the Impropriety and Diſadvan- 
lages attending it, that we cannot belp moſs ear- 
5 neſtly recommending to you, by all prudent and 
cautious Methods, to endeavour, as much as you 
can, that an End be put to 1510 mef fatal and de- : 
Atructive War. 
The Inactivity, and Wa Dee of our 
Navy, manifeſted to all the. World by the Opera- 
lions of our Enemies and the Diſgrace f our Fleets. 
the laſt Summer, is an alarming Conſideration to 
5 | the 
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the whole Kingdom. bo would have believed 
in the Year 1760, that in the Year 1779 the 

French Fleet would anchor before One of our prin 

cipal Sea-ports and One of the Bulwarks of Ibis 

Kingdom, and would drive an Engliſh Fleet, con- 

Hing of near Forty Ships of the Line, from the 

Mouth of the Britiſh Channel to Spithead, with a 
crouded Sail, and without One Attempt to engage 
them. If the Commander of that Fleet had proper 
Inftrufions from Adminiſtration to do his Duty, as 
4 Britiſh Commander, his Conduct ought to be en- 
quired into; if be was confined and limited in bis 
Orders and Inſtruttions, the Condu#? of thoſe who 
adviſed ſuch Orders ought io be made known. to the 

Public, and their Reaſons for ſuing hae ought 
to be given. 

The Public were repeatedly told, that our F leets 
would be ſufficient to protett us and our Colonies 
againſt the united Force of all our Enemies; the 
Supplies granted were great, and ſufficient to ſup- 
port ſuch a Fleet ; the Public have therefore a 
Right to know, why they have been deceived, and 
why juch @ national Di grace oat been brought 
upon us. 


Without fuch an Inquiry, what Security hls 0 


we to expett a better Conduct from this Admini- 
* the next Year ? Or what Hopes, that the 
enormous 


t 1 3 
enormous Supplies new to be granted, will be e er- : 
pended to any greater Advantage than thuſe oy 
ed the laſt and preceding Years.] 

The enormous Expetices, and the great na- 
tional Debt, are other very ſerious and ſtriking 
Circumſtances, and Proofs of the Miſmanage- 


ment of Public Affairs, and of the approach- 
ing Ruin of this Kingdom. What Miniſter i in 
1740, would have ventured to demand from 
the People of this Country, upwards of Twen- 
ty Millions in One Year? Or. what Miniſter 
would have then thought that Great Britain 
could have ſupported a Public Debt of near 
Two Hundred Millions The Truth is, we 
had then Miniſters who conſidered not the Poſ- 
ſibility of raiſing ſuch Supplies, but the Pro- 
priety of miking ſuch Demands, not what 
England could do, but what ſhe ought to da, 
conſiſtent with the Trade and landed Intereſt 
of the Kingdom. The Event has proved the 
Impropriety of ſuch a Supply. — The Intereſt 
neceſſary to diſcharge the national Debt, now 
to be raiſed annually, is as much as the whole 
Supplies were during the War with France 
and Spain.— The Nation is finking under the 
| Public Expences, hilft Individuals are oy 
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riching themſelves from the Diſtreſſes of the 
Public, by Loans and Contracts. 
The trading Part of the Nation are becom- 
ing Bankrupts daily and hourly; the Land is 
loaded with immenſe Taxes at the Time when 


the Civil Liſt is increaſed One Hundred thou- 


ſand Pounds per Annum, and the Places of 
thoſe in Adminiſtration are almoſt doubled in 
Profit by the Advantages accruing to their 
Employments, from the great Sums raiſed on 
the Public. 


We cannot but obſerve to you, that this 


Subject and another of equal Importance, the 


extraordinary Demands for the Supplies, and 


the Diſſipation of the public Money, have 


lately undergone public Diſcuſſion in the 
Houſe of Lords, and are now the Subject and 
Concern of the whole Kingdom. Under a 
feeling Conviction of the Neceſſity of the moſt 
rigid Oeconomy in future, in every Branch of 
the Expenditure of the public Money, we re- 
commend theſe Subjects to your ſerious Atten- 
tion, and we conjure you by every Tie which 
forms the Relation between us, to give your 


ſtrenuous Support to every Meaſure that may 


conduce to the Diminution, if not to the Pre- 
vention of the unneceſſary and ruinous Profu- 
ſion, 


4) 

fion, with which it has been too , 
5 i : 

Theſe are Conſiderations of too ſerious a 
Nature to be called the Sug ggeſtions of diſap- 
pointed Patriots and diſcarded Placemen, 
Terms nowra- days given to every good Mea- 
ſure propoſed for the N 5 e 0 
N OM 

This County, we” hope, has nme Public | 
* Virtue yet remaining, and expects your moſt 
diligent and attentive Application to effectuate 
a Reformation in theſe great Articles of public 
Expence, and more eſpecially, as notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe great Expences, we have been 

told lately, and the Fact ſo appears, that we 
have not at this Time one Ally to aſſiſt us a- 

gainſt the combined Force of France, Th 
and America. 

| Theſe are the Outlines of what, not * this 
County, but the People of England, have a 
Right to expect from your Aſſiſtance, as 
Members of the Britiſb Parliament. As Repre- 
ſentatives of this County, we cannot help re- 
minding you of the very defective State, in 
point of Defence, of the whole County on the 
Sea-Coaſt, and of Plymouth in particular, at a 
Time when we had been threatened with an 


Invaſion | 
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hoe for near Twelve Months. — You, Gen- 
+ Yemen, know. the Situation of our Coats, ar 
ol one of our Agſenals at that alarming; Time, 
; When if Providence had not done more for us 
8 than we did for curſelveg, che Lock and Ply- 


8 


mouth might have been deſtroyed. %.. .. 15 . 
The Fact is too well known Jos to DE 


denied, however it may have been endeavour- 
ed to be mien elſewhere by Artifice . 


8 Falſehood. 


of he following in Italics may be omitted if you pleaſe] 


[Aer r ſuch a glaring Inſtance of Negle#t and 
1 tention to the Defence of * One of the principal | 
r of the Kingdomty as well d 1% wb tate of 
bi Nevy, at the Time of a French and Spaniſh + 

ar; g Can place ab Confidence i in our Rulers 
aud Governors, hen be Common Means petefſary 
fort fy 5 po * the eee are thu 
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